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Hillel and Shammai - these and these are the words of the Living God	

Babylonian Talmud Eruvin 13b	
 אמָרַ	רַבִּי	אַבָּא	אמָרַ	שׁמְוּאֵל:	שָׁלֹשׁ	שָׁנִים	נחְֶלְקוּ	בֵּית	שׁמַַּאי	וּבֵית	הִלֵּל,	הַלָּלוּ	אוֹמרְִים:
 הֲלכָהָ	כּמְוֹתֵנוּ,	והְַלָּלוּ	אוֹמרְִים:	הֲלכָהָ	כּמְוֹתֵנוּ.	יצְָאהָ	בּתַ	קוֹל	וְאמָרְָה:	אֵלּוּ	וָאֵלּוּ	דִּברְֵי

	אֱלֹקִים	חַיִּים	הןֵ,	והֲַלכָהָ	כְּבֵית	הִלֵּל.ל

Rabbi Abba said that Shmuel said: For three years Beit Shammai and Beit Hillel disagreed. 
These said: The law is in accordance with us, and these said: The law is in accordance with 
us. A Divine Voice emerged and proclaimed: These and those are the words of the living 
God. However, the law is in accordance with Beit Hillel.	

	הֲלכָהָ	כּמְוֹתןָ?  וכְִי	מֵאחַרַ	שֶׁאֵלּוּ	וָאֵלּוּ	דִּברְֵי	אֱלֹקִים	חַיִּים,	מִפְּנֵי	מהָ	זכָוּ	בֵּית	הִלֵּל	לִקְבּוֹעַ
 מִפְּנֵי	שֶׁנּוֹחִין	ועֲַלוּבִין	הָיוּ,	וְשׁוֹנִין	דִּברְֵיהןֶ	וְדִברְֵי	בֵּית	שׁמַַּאי,	וְלֹא	עוֹד	אֶלָּא	שׁמֶַּקְדִּימִין

	דִּברְֵי	בֵּית	שׁמַַּאי	לְדִברְֵיהןֶ.ל
Since both these and those are the words of the living God, why did Beit Hillel merit to 
have the law established in accordance with them? Because they were agreeable and 
forebearing, and would teach both their own statements and the statements of Beit 
Shammai. Moreover, they put the statements of Beit Shammai prior to their own 
statements.	

 כְּאוֹתהָּ	שֶׁשָּׁנִינוּ:	מִי	שׁהֶָיהָ	רֹאשׁוֹ	ורְוּבּוֹ	בּסַּוּכּהָ	וְשֻׁלחְָנוֹ	בּתְוְֹ	הַבַּיתִ,	בֵּית	שׁמַַּאי	פּוֹסְלִין
 וּבֵית	הִלֵּל	מכְַשִׁירִין.	אמָרְוּ	בֵּית	הִלֵּל	לְבֵית	שׁמַַּאי:	לֹא	כְָּ	הָיהָ	מעֲַשׂהֶ,	שׁהֶָלכְוּ	זִקְנֵי	בֵּית

 שׁמַַּאי	וְזִקְנֵי	בֵּית	הִלֵּל	לְבַקּרֵ	אתֶ	רַבִּי	יוֹחָנןָ	בּןֶ	החַוֹרָנִית	וּמצְָאוּהוּ	יוֹשֵׁב	רֹאשׁוֹ	ורְוּבּוֹ
 בּסַּוּכּהָ	וְשֻׁלחְָנוֹ	בּתְוְֹ	הַבַּיתִ.	אמָרְוּ	להָןֶ	בֵּית	שׁמַַּאי:	אִי	מִשּׁםָ	רְאָיהָ?!	אףַ	הןֵ	אמָרְוּ	לוֹ:

	מצִוְתַ	סוּכּהָ	מִיּמֶָיָ.ל 	נוֹהֵג,	לֹא	קִיַּימתְָּ 	אםִ	כְָּ	הָיִיתָ

As we learned: “One whose head and most of their body were in the sukkah, but their 
table was in the house, Beit Shammai deem this invalid; and Beit Hillel deem it valid. Beit 
Hillel said to Beit Shammai: Wasn’t there an incident in which the Elders of Beit Shammai 
and the Elders of Beit Hillel went to visit Rabbi Yochanan ben HaChoranit, and they found 
him sitting with his head and most of his body in the sukkah, but his table was in the 
house? Beit Shammai said to them: From there a proof?! They too, said to him: If that’s 
how you normally do this, you have never fulfilled the mitzva of sukkah in all your days.”	

	עצַמְוֹ	— כׇל	המַַּגְבִּיהַּ כׇּל	המַַּשְׁפִּיל	עצַמְוֹ	—	הַקָּדוֹשׁ	בּרָוְּ	הוּא	מַגְבִּיהוֹ,	וְ  לְלמֶַּדְָ	שֶׁ
כׇל	הַבּוֹרֵחַ  הַקָּדוֹשׁ	בּרָוְּ	הוּא	מַשְׁפִּילוֹ.	כׇּל	המַחְַזּרֵ	עַל	הַגְּדוּלּהָ	—	גְּדוּלּהָ	בּוֹרַחתַ	ממִֶּנּוּ,	וְ

כׇל כׇל	הַדּוֹחֵק	אתֶ	הַשּׁעָהָ	—	שׁעָהָ	דּוֹחַקְתּוֹ,	וְ  מןִ	הַגְּדוּלּהָ	—	גְּדוּלּהָ	מחְַזּרֶֶת	אחַרֲָיו,	וְ
	הַנִּדְחהֶ	מִפְּנֵי	שׁעָהָ	—	שׁעָהָ	עוֹמֶדֶת	לוֹ.ל

This is to teach you that anyone who humbles themselves, the Holy Blessed One exalts 
them, and anyone who exalts themselves, the Holy Blessed One humbles them. Anyone 
who seeks greatness, greatness flees from them, and anyone who flees from greatness, 
greatness seeks them. And anyone who forces the moment, the moment forces them. And 
anyone who yields to the moment, the moment stands for them.	
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	לוֹ	לְאָדָם  תָּנוּ	רַבָּנןַ:	שׁתְֵּי	שָׁנִים	וּמחֶצֱהָ	נחְֶלְקוּ	בֵּית	שׁמַַּאי	וּבֵית	הִלֵּל.	הַלָּלוּ	אוֹמרְִים:	נוֹחַ
	לוֹ	לְאָדָם	שֶׁנִּברְָא	יוֹתרֵ	מִשֶּׁלֹּא	נִברְָא.  שֶׁלֹּא	נִברְָא	יוֹתרֵ	מִשֶּׁנִּברְָא,	והְַלָּלוּ	אוֹמרְִים:	נוֹחַ

	לוֹ	לְאָדָם	שֶׁלֹּא	נִברְָא	יוֹתרֵ	מִשֶּׁנִּברְָא,	עכְַשָׁיו	שֶׁנִּברְָא	—	יְפַשְׁפֵּשׁ	בּמְעֲַשָׂיו.  נמְִנוּ	וְגמָרְוּ:	נוֹחַ
	וְאמָרְִי	להַּ:	ימְַשׁמְֵשׁ	בּמְעֲַשָׂיו.ל

The Sages taught: For two and a half years, Beit Shammai and Beit Hillel disagreed. These 
said: It would have been preferable had humanity not been created than to have been 
created. And those said: It is preferable for humanity to have been created than to have 
not been created. They were counted and they concluded: It would have been preferable 
had humanity not been created than to have been created. But now that humanity has 
been created, they should examine (yepashpesh) their actions. And some say: They should 
scrutinise (yemashmesh) their actions.	

Guiding Questions	
-What was the argument between Beit Shammai and Beit Hillel?	
-What do you think the argument was like between Beit Shammai and Beit Hillel? What do 
you think it felt like at the time to each side? What about to people who weren’t on either 
side?	
-What do you think it means that a divine voice called out? How do you understand that?	
-What does it mean for both sides to be ‘the word of the living God’?	
-Who wins the argument, if anyone? Why does the divine voice declare who the law 
follows?	

-According to the Talmud, why did Beit Hillel win?	
-What do you think of those reasons? Does one seem more important than the others?	
-Does this change your sense of what the argument was like?	
-Do you think that Beit Shammai and Beit Hillel were able to be in community with each 
other? If so, what made that possible?	

-Which kind of Sukkah does Beit Shammai forbid which Beit Hillel permits?	
-How does the incident seem to prove Beit Hillel’s point?	
-What is Beit Shammai’s retort?	
-How does this paragraph connect to the one preceding it?	

-How does the discussion of Beit Shammai and Beit Hillel prove the point raised here?	
-Do you think these statements are true all of the time, some of the time or none of the 
time?	
-True or not, do you think they are good advice?	
-How does this paragraph inform your view of the disputing schools?	

-What argument are Beit Shammai and Beit Hillel having at the end?	
-Who wins the argument?	
-What conclusion are we supposed to draw from this?	
-How does this inform our view of disagreement within community?	
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Extra Sources	

1] Babylonian Talmud Yevamot 14b	
 תָּא	שׁמְעַ:	אףַ	עַל	פִּי	שֶׁנּחְֶלְקוּ	בֵּית	שׁמַַּאי	וּבֵית	הִלֵּל…לֹא	נמְִנעְוּ	בֵּית	שׁמַַּאי	מִלִּישָּׂא	נָשִׁים
 מִבֵּית	הִלֵּל,	וְלֹא	בֵּית	הִלֵּל	מִבֵּית	שׁמַַּאי.	לְלמֶַּדְָ	שׁחִֶיבּהָ	ורְֵיעוּת	נוֹהֲגִים	זהֶ	בָּזהֶ,	לְקַיֵּים

 מהַ	שֶּׁנֶּאמֱרַ:	״הָאמֱתֶ	והְַשָּׁלוֹם	אהֱָבוּ״.	רַבִּי	שׁמִעְוֹן	אוֹמרֵ:	נמְִנעְוּ	הןֵ	מןִ	הוַַּדַּאי,	וְלֹא
	נמְִנעְוּ	מןִ	הסַָּפֵק

Come and hear: Even though Beit Shammai and Beit Hillel disagreed [on many cases about the 
status of marriages] Beit Shammai would not hold back from marrying women from Beit Hillel, nor 
Beit Hillel from Beit Shammai. This serves to teach you that they practiced affection and 
camaraderie between them, to fulfil that which is stated: “Love truth and peace” (Zechariah 8:19). 
Rabbi Shimon says: They did refrain in the certain cases, but they did not refrain in the uncertain 
cases.	

2] Mishnah Berachot 1:3	
 בית	שמאי	אומרים,	בערב	כל	אדם	יטו	ויקראו,	ובבקר	יעמדו,	שנאמר	"ובשכבך
 ובקומך"	(דברים	ו,	ז).ובית	הלל	אומרים,	כל	אדם	קורא	כדרכו,	שנאמר	"ובלכתך

 בדרך"	(שם).אם	כן,	למה	נאמר	ובשכבך	ובקומך,	בשעה	שבני	אדם	שוכבים,	ובשעה
 שבני	אדם	עומדים	.אמר	רבי	טרפון,	אני	הייתי	בא	בדרך,	והטתי	לקרות,	כדברי	בית
 שמאי,	וסכנתי	בעצמי	מפני	הלסטים.אמרו	לו,	כדי	היית	לחוב	בעצמך,	שעברת	על

	דברי	בית	הלל
Beit Shammai says: In the evening all people should recline and recite [the Shema], and in the 
morning they should stand, since it says (Deut. 6:7), “When you lie down and when you arise.” But 
the school of Hillel says: Each person may recite it in their usual way, since it says (ibid.), “When 
you walk on the road.” If so, why does it say “when you lie down and when you arise”? —[It 
means:] at the time when people are lying down, and at the time when people are arising.	

Said Rabbi Tarfon: “I was once traveling on the road, and I reclined to recite in accordance with the 
view of Beit Shammai, and I put myself in danger of bandits.” They [the other Sages] said to him: 
“You would have deserved to be guilty for your own fate, since you went against the view of Beit 
Hillel!”	

3] Mishnah Shabbat 1:4	
 וְאֵלּוּ	מןִ	ההֲַלכָוֹת	שֶׁאמָרְוּ	בעֲַלִיּתַ	חֲנַנְיהָ	בןֶ	חִזְקִיּהָ	בןֶ	גּרְֻיוֹן	כְּשׁעֶָלוּ	לְבַקּרְוֹ.	נמְִנוּ

	ורְַבּוּ	בֵּית	שׁמַַּאי	עַל	בֵּית	הִלֵּל,	וּשׁמְֹנהָ	עָשׂרָ	דְּברִָים	גָּזרְוּ	בוֹ	בַיּוֹם

And these are among the laws that the Sages said in the upper storey of Chananya ben Chizkiya 
ben Garon, when they went up to visit him. That day they counted and Beit Shammai 
outnumbered Beit Hillel, and they issued decrees about eighteen matters on that day.	

Page  of 3 4



rabbi@nsnshul.org.uk

4] Babylonian Talmud Shabbat 14a	
 אמָרַ	לוֹ:	אםִ	תַּקְנִיטֵנִי,	גּוֹזרְַנִי	טוּמְאהָ	אףַ	עַל	המַּסְִיקָה.	נעָצֲוּ	חרֶֶב	בְּבֵית	המִַּדְרָשׁ,	אמָרְוּ:

 הַנּכְִנסָ	—	יכִָּנסֵ,	והְַיּוֹצֵא	—	אַל	יצֵֵא.	וְאוֹתוֹ	הַיּוֹם	הָיהָ	הִלֵּל	כָּפוּף	וְיוֹשֵׁב	לִפְנֵי	שׁמַַּאי
 כְּאחֶָד	מןִ	התַַּלמְִידִים.	והְָיהָ	קָשׁהֶ	לְיִשׂרְָאֵל	כַּיּוֹם	שֶׁנּעֲַשׂהָ	בּוֹ	העֵָגֶל.	וּגְזוּר	שׁמַַּאי	והְִלֵּל

	וְלָא	קַבִּלוּ	מִינַּיְיהוּ,	וַאתֲוֹ	תַּלמְִידַיְיהוּ	גְּזוּר	וְקַבִּלוּ	מִינַּיְיהוּ

Shammai said to [Hillel]: If you provoke me and insist that there is no difference between gathering 
olives and grapes, then I will decree impurity on the gathering of olives as well! They stuck a sword 
in the study hall, and they said: One who seeks to enter the study hall, may enter, and one who 
seeks to leave may not leave. That day Hillel was bowed and was sitting before Shammai like one 
of the students. 	

And that day was as difficult for Israel as the day the Golden Calf was made. And Shammai and 
Hillel issued the decree, and the people did not accept it from them. And their students came and 
issued the decree, and the people accepted it from them.	

5] Jerusalem Talmud Shabbat 1:4	
	אוֹתוֹ	הַיּוֹם	הָיהָ	קָשׁהֶ	לְיִשׂרְָאֵל	כַּיּוֹם	שֶׁנּעֲַשׂהֶ	בוֹ	העֶָגֶל…

That day was hard for Israel like the day the Golden Calf was made…	

	אוֹנָייָא.	תַּלמְִידֵי	בֵית	שׁמַַּי	עמְָֽדוּ	להָןֶ	מִלּמְַטּהָ	והְָיוּ	הוֹרְגִין	בּתְַלמְִידֵי	בֵית  תַּנָּא	רִבִּי	יהְוֹשׁעַֻ
	הִלֵּל.	תַּנֵּי.	שִׁשּׁהָ	מהֵןֶ	עָלוּ	והְַשְּׁארָ	עמְָֽדוּ	עֲלֵיהןֶ	בּחַרֲָבוֹת	וּברְִמחִָין

Rebbi Joshua from Ono stated: The students of the House of Shammai were standing downstairs 
and killing the students of the House of Hillel. It was stated, six of them went up; the rest were 
standing around them with swords and lances.	

6] Humble conviction by Rabbi Shuli Passow - Eruvin 13 on myjewishlearning.com	
This well-known passage teaches the profoundly significant lesson that the manner in which one 
disagrees is as important as one’s argument. Beit Shammai’s legal rulings are just as valid as Beit 
Hillel’s, but we follow the latter because of the civility and deference they demonstrated.	

In our climate of ever-increasing polarization, this passage is often cited as a plea for intellectual 
and political discourse that is respectful and intellectually humble: Like Beit Hillel, we should seek 
to understand opposing arguments and relate to them with respectful disagreement. Yet earlier on 
today’s daf, there is another passage that can be seen as cautioning against taking such a stance 
too far… [discussion of Rabbi Meir’s views] …the talmudic assessments of these towering 
intellectual figures suggest that respect and deference in debate need not mean abandoning our 
commitments. We need to seek both understanding of the other side and make our views clear. 
Today’s daf is an argument for what we might call humble conviction — something our world could 
use more of right now.
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